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Know Your Rights:  

Resources for Immigrants  
 

CAIR-MA does not handle immigration cases. But we also know that federal government’s 
harsh policies are making many Muslim immigrants fearful. Fortunately, several 
Massachusetts and national advocacy groups have created “know your rights” materials to 
help you prepare and protect yourself. The list below starts with general information, 
followed by ICE arrests, and then information for parents, employers, public schools, and 
homeless shelters.  We have only noted where materials are available in languages that 
Muslim immigrants are likely to speak, although most materials are available in Spanish and 
sometimes other languages. 
 

HOTLINE 
• Immigrant Legal Defense Hotline: (617) 988-0606 (Lawyers for Civil Rights) - Free 

legal advice for immigrants facing imminent threats.  Callers who leave a message 
will receive a same-day response.  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
• Interactions with ICE and Law Enforcement (Lawyers for Civil Rights) - General 

information on your rights at home, at work, in public, or in your car. NOTE: ICE 
cannot enter your home or a private/restricted area at work unless they have a 
warrant from a court, signed by a judge.  

• Judicial Warrant vs. ICE Administrative Document (Project South) - Examples of a 
judicial warrant (issued by a judge/court) and an ICE warrant. 

• Know Your Rights! (Mass. Immigrant & Refugee Advocacy Coalition) - General 
summary of your rights.  

• Immigrants’ Rights (American Civil Liberties Union) - More detailed summary of your 
rights.  Also available in Arabic, Farsi, Hindi, Somali, and Urdu.  

• Red Cards/Tarjetas Rojas (Immigration Resource Center) - Print pocket/wallet sized 
cards with a summary of your rights.  Also available in Arabic, Farsi, Pashto, Punjabi, 
and Tigrinya.  

• Immigrants’ Participation in Protests (National Immigration Law Center) - How to 
safely take part in protests.  
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mailto:info@cair.ma.com
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/get-help/legal-resources/
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2501-KYR-Immigrants-EN-05.pdf
https://projectsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Warrant-Fact-Sheet.pdf?emci=b76bf828-ffd8-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=9bfa8bd9-b3d9-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&ceid=29371
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mv0MBqylsB2OMXH9s31MTxXJ3iohZTM9/view
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/immigrants-rights?emci=b76bf828-ffd8-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=9bfa8bd9-b3d9-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&ceid=29371
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/know_your_rights_back_to_know_your_rights_main_page_immigrants_rights.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/files/kyr/MKG17-KYR-PoliceImmigrationFBI-OnePager-Farsi-v01.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/kyr_hindi_translation_immigrants_rights.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/kyr_somali_translation_immigrants_rights.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/kyr_urdu_immigrant_rights.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas?emci=b76bf828-ffd8-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=9bfa8bd9-b3d9-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&ceid=29371
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/red_card-self_srv-arabic.pdf
https://farsi/
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/Artwork%20for%20Printing%20Your%20Own%20Red%20Cards%20-%20Pashto.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/artwork_for_printing_your_own_red_cards_-_punjabi.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/Artwork%20for%20Printing%20Your%20Own%20Red%20Cards%20-%20Tigrinya.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/resources/immigrant-participation-in-protests-rights/?emci=b76bf828-ffd8-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=9bfa8bd9-b3d9-ef11-88f8-0022482a9579&ceid=29371
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 ICE ARRESTS OR DETENTION 
• What to Do if You Are Arrested or Detained by Immigration (National Immigration 

Law Center) - Your rights if questioned or arrested by ICE.   
 

FOR PARENTS  
• Plan for Your Children in Case of Separation or Deportation (Lawyers for Civil 

Rights) - Summary of legal options for parents and how to prepare. 
• Emergency Planning Guide for Parents with Uncertain Immigration Status (Mass. 

Attorney General) - Information on legal options for parents in the event of sudden 
detention or deportation by federal immigration officials. Pages 6 and 7 should be 
read side-by-side to form a chart. 

• Advice for Immigrant Parents: Family Preparedness Packets (Mass. Law Reform 
Institute & Mass. Immigration Law Coalition) - Includes Mass. legal forms and a list 
of Mass. organizations that provide free legal services for immigration issues.  

 
FOR EMPLOYERS 

• What to Do if Immigration Comes to your Workplace (National Employment Law 
Project & National Immigration Law Project) - Information for employers about what 
to do if ICE visits or raids your business. 

• Immigration Inspectors and Raids (Lawyers for Civil Rights) - Similar to the guide  
above but also includes information about Form I-9 (work authorization) audits. 

• Posters for Workplace & Community Businesses (Muslims for Just Futures) - Print 
your own posters to designate private areas AND to tell employees how to respond if 
ICE shows up. Currently available in Bangla, Dari, Hindi, Nepali, Pasto, Punjabi, Urdu, 
with other languages in the works. 

 
FOR MASS. PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

• Guidance Regarding K-12 Schools’ Obligations to Protect Students and Their 
Information (Mass. Attorney General) - Information for public schools on ICE visits 
and requests for student information, as well as how to help parents prepare for 
emergencies.  

 
FOR HOMELESS SHELTERS 

• ICE Raid Guidance for Homeless Service Providers (National Homelessness Law 
Center & the law firm of Crowell and Morning LLP) - Detailed information for 
homeless shelters about what to do before, during, or after an ICE visit or raid. 

 
[Last Updated February 3, 2025] 

https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2025.01.14-KYR-What-To-Do-If-Arrested-ENGLISH-Final-JAN.pdf
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2501-KYR-Family_Planning-EN-03.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guide-to-care-custody-planning-eng/download
https://www.masslegalservices.org/system/files/library/planning-for-family-emergency-packet.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/EmployerGuide-NELP-NILC-2017-07-1.pdf
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2501-KYR-Business-002.pdf
https://www.muslimsforjustfutures.org/blog/immigrationkyr
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62f6eeaa7d72140f2766c235/t/6792ce07250b261884401a77/1737674250840/%5BBANGLA%5D+Public+Copy+of+KYR+Signs+for+ICE+-+GENERAL+with+Hotline+11x14.pdf.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62f6eeaa7d72140f2766c235/t/6797cbcc880d1b159b065336/1738001360738/DARI+KYR+Signs+for+ICE+-+GENERAL+with+Hotline+11x14.pdf-1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62f6eeaa7d72140f2766c235/t/6792cd4a9df3d60464bf2824/1737674071315/%5BHINDI%5D+Copy+Public+Copy+of+KYR+Signs+for+ICE+-+GENERAL+with+Hotline+11x14.pdf-1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62f6eeaa7d72140f2766c235/t/6792cfebb7e020256a50ec7a/1737674735599/%5BNEPALI%5D+Public+Copy+of+KYR+Signs+for+ICE+-+GENERAL+with+Hotline+11x14.pdf-1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62f6eeaa7d72140f2766c235/t/6797cc66cebf2f43cc35d506/1738001514118/Pashto+PDF.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62f6eeaa7d72140f2766c235/t/6792cd2d9df3d60464bf209e/1737674037232/%5BPUNJABI%5D+Public+Copy+of+KYR+Signs+for+ICE+-+GENERAL+with+Hotline+11x14.pdf-1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62f6eeaa7d72140f2766c235/t/6792cdcde6480f11bf7ff719/1737674193536/%5BURDU%5D+Public+Copy+of+KYR+Signs+for+ICE+-+GENERAL+with+Hotline+11x14.pdf.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://homelesslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/ICE-Guidance.pdf

